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Share with Us

Every month, we share with you news about what's 
happening in the programs that the State Allocation 
Board (SAB) administers. At the Office of Public School 
Construction (OPSC), we like to hear from you, too. We enjoy hearing about 
your state–of–the–art schools. It’s an opportunity to share with other districts 
and the public the accomplishments of collaboration (between local funds and 
State bond funds), the successes of the program, and the positive impacts 
to your local community. When you have a ground–breaking, ribbon cutting, 
open house or other event, please email opscnews@dgs.ca.gov and tell 
us about your event. If you would like OPSC to attend, please notify us in 
advance so that we can facilitate the request.

Lisa Silverman 
Executive Officer 
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In the spirit of sharing, I’m happy to report to you on the progress within 
Priority Funding:

Current Priority Funding Certification Period:

The recent 30–day priority funding certification filing period ended 
on August 9, 2012. School districts and charter schools submitted 
requests to be eligible to receive priority funding apportionments for 
projects on the Unfunded List (Lack of AB 55 Loans). The OPSC received 
valid requests for 217 projects from 103 districts, representing nearly 
$534.3 million in unfunded approvals (54 percent of eligible projects). 
Approximately $995.3 million of unfunded approvals for 402 projects 
from 141 districts were eligible to participate in this filing period. 
Requests will be valid until January 8, 2013. 

Fund Releases for June 2012 Priority Funding Apportionments

At the June 27, 2012 meeting, the SAB approved $637.6 million in 
priority funding apportionments for 196 projects in 96 school districts. 
As of August 17, 2012, the OPSC has received fund release requests 
for $357.9 million for 139 projects, and nearly $268.9 million has been 
released for 117 projects.

Districts that received a priority funding apportionment on June 27, 2012 
must complete a Fund Release Authorization (Form SAB 50–05) containing 
an original signature, and submit it to the OPSC by September 25, 2012.  
If the Form SAB 50–05 is not physically received at the OPSC by 5:00 PM 
on Tuesday, September 25, 2012, the project will be rescinded without 
further SAB action and will receive a new Unfunded Approval date of 
September 25, 2012.

Please send comments and suggestions for future editions of Building Blocks 
to opscnews@dgs.ca.gov.

Share With Us, continued...
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Methods for Accepting School Facility 
Program Applications Without Authority
By Travis Williams

At the August 22, 2012 State Allocation Board (SAB) meeting, the Office 
of Public School Construction (OPSC) staff presented options for accepting, 
processing, and tracking School Facility Program (SFP) new construction and 
modernization funding applications once bond authority is exhausted.

After careful consideration, the SAB approved the use of an SAB “acknowledged” 
workload list to track applications submitted beyond available bond authority. 
The OPSC will continue to accept applications; however, they will not be 
processed for final grant determination. Each application will be placed on a 
workload list based on date order received. On a monthly basis, the OPSC will 
present the workload list to the SAB for acknowledgement. 

The SAB decision also requires that additional information be submitted 
as part of the application package. Districts will be required to submit 
documentation certifying that the local governing board acknowledges that 
there is not guarantee of state funding for submitted applications.

As the applications are not being fully processed, districts will not be receiving 
15 and four–day letters for all projects submitted after bond authority has 
been exhausted. Applications will only be processed to the SAB as bond 
authority becomes available. 

In order to implement the SAB’s decision, OPSC will bring a regulatory update 
back to a future meeting. The requirements set forth by the SAB decision will 
be implemented once amended regulations have been approved by the SAB 
and the Office of Administrative Law.

Until new regulations become effective, applications received by the OPSC 
that exceed available bond authority will be fully processed and presented to 
the SAB for unfunded approvals to be placed on the Unfunded List (Lack of 
Authority) pursuant to SFP Regulation Section 1859.95. 

If you have any questions, please contact your OPSC Project Manager.

1 of 1

http://www.applications.opsc.dgs.ca.gov/employee/pmassign.asp
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Rules and Procedures Subcommittee 
Meeting Update
By Lisa Jones

The State Allocation Board (SAB) Rules and Procedures Subcommittee 
(Subcommittee) met on Wednesday, August 15, 2012 and discussed Consent 
Special items, Structure of Recommendations to the State Allocation Board, 
and the formation of SAB Working Groups.

The Subcommittee reached consensus on the following items: 

1.	 Eliminate the Special Consent category and move the Action Items that 
represent those types of projects/items to the Consent calendar portion 
of the SAB Agenda.

2.	 Change the structure of appeals by presenting options to the SAB 
rather than recommendations and that it would take six positive votes 
to approve a district's appeal. If the SAB takes no action, the OPSC's 
administrative action stands.

The Subcommittee agreed that no changes were necessary regarding the 
formation of SAB working groups since it is addressed in the existing Rules 
and Operating Procedures of the State Allocation Board.

Modifications to the Rules and Operating Procedures of the State Allocation 
Board will be brought forward to the SAB at the September 19, 2012 meeting.

If you have any questions, please contact: 
	 Lisa Jones at (916) 376–1753 or lisa.jones@dgs.ca.gov
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http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Publications/Other/SAB_RandOP.pdf
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Publications/Other/SAB_RandOP.pdf
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State Allocation Board Subcommittee: 
Military Base/Department of Defense
By Travis Williams

At its April 2012 meeting, the State Allocation Board (SAB) established 
the SAB Department of Defense Subcommittee (Subcommittee). The 
Subcommittee’s purpose was to look at funding options to assist districts 
that have the seven California base schools that are eligible for the first two 
rounds of the Department of Defense (DOD) funding program in meeting their 
twenty percent matching share requirement.

In 2010, the DOD assessed the condition and capacity of public schools on 
military bases. In California, all of the schools on bases are owned and operated 
by public school districts on property owned by the federal government.

The DOD performed a facilities assessment and a functional adequacy 
assessment at each site. Based on the findings of the physical assessment, 
the a priority list of the public schools on military installations with the most 
serious condition and/or capacity deficiencies.

California has seven schools in five districts that potentially qualify for an 
estimated $200 million of the $500 million reserved for the first two funding 
cycles. The majority of the districts involved are in unique situations and 
face funding deficiencies due to rural locations and the inability to pass local 
facilities bonds. As a result, the majority of the districts are seeking State 
assistance to meet the twenty percent matching share requirement.

The Subcommittee discussed several considerations at the June 12, 2012 
Subcommittee hearing. Two recommendations would be presented to the SAB.

After consideration at the August 22, 2012 meeting, the SAB will recommend 
to the Legislature that future school facilities bond funds be made available 
specifically for schools identified as part of the DOD Public Schools on Military 
Installations Priority List. For more detailed information on each of the schools 
or the Subcommittee discussion, please see the August 22, 2012 SAB agenda 
item or contact your OPSC Project Manager.
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http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Resources/DOD-Aug2012Item.pdf
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Resources/DOD-Aug2012Item.pdf
http://www.applications.opsc.dgs.ca.gov/employee/pmassign.asp


IN THIS ISSUE 

Click  on headline to view the article.

6

Building
Blocks
 The Office of Public School  
 Construction newsletter

S T A T E  O F  C A L I F O R N I A

“To enrich the lives of California’s school  

children as stewards of the taxpayers’  

commitment to education”

A U G U S T  2 0 1 2

Lisa Silverman 
Executive Officer 
State Allocation Board/OPSC 

lisa.silverman@dgs.ca.gov

Bill Savidge 
Assistant Executive Officer  
State Allocation Board 

bill.savidge@dgs.ca.gov

Share with Us

Methods for Accepting 
School Facility Program 
Applications Without Authority

Rules and Procedures 
Subcommittee Meeting Update

State Allocation Board Subcommittee: 
Military Base/Department of Defense

Implementation Committee Update

School of the Month

Bond Proceeds Released

Regulatory Update

Community Corner

OPSC Deadlines and Key Dates

Implementation Committee Update
By Jeremy McCarroll

The following items were presented at the August 10, 2012 State Allocation 
Board Implementation Committee (Committee) meeting:

Multipurpose Room/Gymnasium Hybrid Minimum Essential Facilities

The Committee discussed providing funding for “hybrid” facilities for districts 
making a “Use of Grants” request, pursuant to School Facility Program 
Regulation 1859.77.3. The regulation did not anticipate hybrid facilities where 
a combined multipurpose room/gymnasium within the same structure shared 
square footage.

After discussions with representatives from the California Department of 
Education, the Office of Public School Construction (OPSC) proposed defining 
“multipurpose room/gymnasium hybrid” for Use of Grants requests. The 
proposed regulations would also, for “Use of Grants” requests, include a 
method of calculating the number of pupil grants a school district may request 
to build a multipurpose room/gymnasium hybrid facility. 

Regulatory amendments will be presented at a future meeting of the State 
Allocation Board.

For additional information, please contact: 
	 Valerie Castro at (916) 375–4216 or valerie.castro@dgs.ca.gov 
	 Bryan O’Dell at (916) 375–4271 or bryan.odell@dgs.ca.gov

Applying the Project Information Worksheet to Additional School 
Facility Program Project Types

The Committee discussed the expansion of the Project Information Worksheet 
(PIW), currently required only for modernization projects that receive 
high performance incentive grants and new construction projects, to all 
modernization projects.

1 of 2

http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Imp_Agenda_Items/2012-08/08102012_ImpComm_Agenda.pdf
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The OPSC presented two PIW drafts to the Committee: one that would 
organize the project information by buildings modernized and another that 
would organize the project information by the type of work. The Committee 
discussed combining the two methods into a single chart that school districts 
would complete.

A revised PIW draft will be presented at a future Committee meeting.

For additional information, please contact: 
	 Hannah Konnoff at (916) 375–4037 or hannah.konnoff@dgs.ca.gov 
	 Bryan O’Dell at (916) 375–4271 or bryan.odell@dgs.ca.gov

The next Committee meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 7th.

Implementation Committee Update, continued...

2 of 2

Office of Public School Construction Helps Break 
Ground for New School in SoCal

Lisa Silverman (pictured far left), 
Executive Officer of the Office of Public 
School Construction, helped district 
officials break ground on August 23, 2012 
for the new Dr. Mildred Dalton Henry 
Elementary School in San Bernardino. The 
project will provide 564 San Bernardino 
City Unified School District students a 
place to learn, while the construction of 
the school will bolster the local economy 
through the purchase of materials and 
hiring a workforce for construction.

Press Release

http://www.dgs.ca.gov/dgs/About/NewsWire/tabid/3509/EntryId/51/Office-of-Public-School-Construction-Helps-Break-Ground-for-New-School-in-SoCal.aspx
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School of the Month –  
See Your School in Building Blocks!

We're always accepting project nominations for our monthly Building Blocks 
feature, "School of the Month." Is your district working on a project like 
Career Technical Education, Overcrowding Relief Grant, or Modernization? The 
Office of Public School Construction’s (OPSC) Building Blocks would like to 
feature pictures of your project and information about how your new school 
facility is making a difference for your students and community. 

We accept nominations from all parties: from people within the school 
district, county office of education, architect, contractor and member of the 
public. Interested? It’s easy to submit, here’s how:

Step 1

Submit pictures and a short summary of the positive impact of your school 
facility project, to opscnews@dgs.ca.gov. In order to ensure receipt by the 
OPSC, please limit the email size to no more than 25MB. Please include:

•	Name of school

•	Type of School Facility Program (SFP) project

•	SFP project number

•	Number of facilities or classrooms benefitting from upgrades

•	How your school facility is helping students and the community

Step 2

A sample template of your project’s information will be submitted to you prior 
to publication to ensure accuracy.

Step 3

Enjoy seeing your school district’s achievements featured in a future edition 
of Building Blocks and shared with facilities representatives statewide!

We hope to hear from you soon!
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Bond Proceeds Released
By Ryan Malloy

The Office of Public School Construction has processed the following fund 
releases from 2009—2012 bond sales, as of July 31, 2012:

March 2009 Bond Sale: 
Total funds released: $528.8 million of $528.8 million — 100 percent 
Total projects: 235 projects have received funds 

April 2009 Bond Sale: 
Total funds released: $1.436 billion of $1.439 billion — 100 percent 
Total projects: 418 projects have received funds 

October 2009 Bond Sale and November 2009 Commercial Paper: 
Total funds released: $504.2 million of $510.1 million — 99 percent 
Total projects: 250 projects have received funds 

November 2009 Bond Sale and December 2009 Commercial Paper: 
Total funds released: $109.9 million of $111.4 million — 99 percent 
Total projects: 38 projects have received funds 

March 2010 Bond Sale: 
Total funds released: $1.325.8 billion of $1.351 billion — 98 percent
Total projects: 284 projects have received funds 

November 2010 Bond Sale: 
Total funds released: $1.474 billion of $1.483 billion — 99 percent
Total projects: 528 projects have received funds

October 2011 Bond Sale: 
Total funds released: $930.6 million of $963.6 million — 97 percent
Total projects: 500 projects have received funds 

April 2012 Bond Sale: 
Total funds released: $181.8 of $599.0 million — 30 percent
Total projects: 87 projects have received funds

See Status of Funds for more details.

http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Resources/Funds_Status.pdf
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Remaining Bond Authority
$990.1 million as of August 22, 2012

(by program, in millions)

*Charter remaining bond authority 
is reserved for projects awarded 
a Preliminary Charter School 
Apportionment until all projects 
have either converted to a Final 
Charter School Apportionment or 
have been rescinded by the State 
Allocation Board.

2 of 2

Modernization
$191.4

Overcrowding Relief
$234.0

New Construction
$146.8

Seismic Repair
$194.8 Charter*

$131.6

Critically Overcrowded, $29.6

CareerTechnical Education, $7.7
Hardship, $1.7

High Performance, $52.5

An Updated Application for Funding  
(Form SAB 50–04) is Available Now!
The Form SAB 50–04 was recently updated. References relating to the 
Small High School Program were eliminated because the program no 
longer exists.

When submitting a Form SAB 50–04, please ensure that you are 
submitting the most current version of the form. The latest version of the 
form has a revision date of June 2012. To find out whether or not you're 
looking at the latest version, you'll want to check the top left corner of 
the form and check the "REV" date.

http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Forms/SAB_50-04.pdf
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Regulatory Update
Amendments Relating to Special Day Class Modernization Grants

•	Adopted at the January 25, 2012 State Allocation Board (SAB) meeting. 
•	 Proposed regulations allow school districts to request less than the 

currently required 101 modernization grants for projects applying for 
Special Day Class pupil grants, and repeal references relating to the 
Small High School Program.

•	Effective Date: August 16, 2012

High Performance Incentive Grants for Career Technical Education 
Facilities Program Projects

•	Adopted at the April 25, 2012 SAB meeting. 
•	 Allows for the application of Career Technical Education Facilities Program 

projects in conjunction with the High Performance Base Incentive Grants in 
accordance with Senate Bill 128, Chapter 622, Statutes of 2011 (Lowenthal).

•	Current Status: Public comment period ends September 17, 2012.

New Timeline for the Priority Funding Process
•	Adopted at the June 27, 2012 SAB meeting.
•	Adjusts the priority funding filing periods and extends the length of time 

that priority funding requests are valid.
•	Administrative review continues.

Note: Regulations become effective upon review and approval of the Office of 
Administrative Law.

1 of 1

Reminder: School Facility Program Review at the 
September 19th State Allocation Board Meeting
At the State Allocation Board (SAB) meeting on September 19, 2012, there 
will be a discussion regarding the review of the School Facility Program 
and potential improvements to be considered for a future program. Once 
available, the discussion item will be posted within the SAB Agenda 
on the Office of Public School Construction's website under "Meeting 
Information," as well as on the SAB webpage. 

http://www.dgs.ca.gov/opsc
http://www.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/AboutUs/sab.aspx
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Groundbreaking Ceremony at Mountain House  
High School 
Office of Public School Construction's Brian LaPask, Janna Shaffer, and 
Josh Damoth attended the groundbreaking ceremony on Tuesday,  
July 17, 2012 for Lammersville Joint Unified School District's school 
Mountain House High in Mountain House, CA.

Community Corner
If you would like to share an upcoming event, please send an email to 
opscnews@dgs.ca.gov.

Upcoming Events

McCollam School – Grand Opening

Friday, August 31, 2012—10:00 a.m.

Santa Clara County Office of Education, San Jose

Heritage High School Agricultural Research Center – Grand Opening

Saturday, September 22, 2012—11:00 a.m.

Perris Union High School District, Menifee

1 of 1

Breaking ground at the site of Mountain House 
High School

OPSC Operations 
Manager, Brian LaPask
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OPSC Deadlines and Key Dates
Upcoming Meetings

State Allocation Board (SAB) – View calendar

• September 19, 2012 (Wednesday) 2:00 p.m.
• October 24, 2012 (Wednesday) 2:00 p.m.

Pre–SAB Meeting Forums

Topics are subject to change. Questions may be submitted to  
opscnews@dgs.ca.gov in advance of the meeting.

• September 19, 2012 (Wednesday) 9:30 a.m. 
OPSC Topics: School Facility Program Application Process: Overview of OPSC’s 
Plan Verification Team and Project Manager Duties in OPSC

• October 24, 2012 (Wednesday) 9:30 a.m.
	 OPSC Topic: Overview of OPSC's Fiscal Team

Implementation Committee – View calendar

• September 7, 2012 (Friday) 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
• October 12, 2012 (Friday) 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m.

Upcoming Deadlines

Priority Funding Third Certification Period

• Filing Period Began: July 11, 2012
• Filing Period Ended: August 9, 2012
• Certifications Expire: January 8, 2013

June 2012 Priority Funding Apportionments

Deadline to submit a complete and valid Fund Release Authorization (Form 
SAB 50–05) for projects that received Priority Funding apportionments at the 
June 27, 2012 SAB meeting:

• September 25, 2012
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http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/SAB_Agenda_Items/2012_SAB_Dates.pdf
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Imp_Agenda_Items/IMP_Calendar.pdf
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Outreach

Charter School Facility Program Advance Funding Webinar

The Office of Public School Construction, together with California Department 
of Education, and California School Finance Authority will be presenting an 
informative webinar to assist charter schools with the conversion of their 
Preliminary Apportionments to Final Apportionments. This webinar will be 
focusing on the remaining charter schools that were funded during the 
Proposition 55 filing round; however, it is open to all charter schools that 
would like more information on the conversion process. The webinar will allow 
charter school representatives to email questions and receive answers from 
any of the agencies during the presentation.

• September 13, 2012 (Thursday) 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
• Webinar Login Information

For additional information, please see the OPSC Events Calendar online.
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OPSC Deadlines and Key Dates, continued...

Pre–State Allocation Board Meeting Forum Recap:
At the August 22, 2012 Pre–State Allocation Board (SAB) Meeting Forum, 
the Office of Public School Construction provided presentations on the 
following topics:

•	 Elements of a Complete Application

•	 Guidelines for Completing the Fund Release Authorization  
(Form SAB 50–05)

A copy of the presentation is available in the SAB Archives.

http://www.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/NewsEvents/Calendar/tabid/3376/ModuleID/5624/ItemID/83/mctl/EventDetails/Default.aspx
http://www.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/NewsEvents/Calendar.aspx
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