
CA Sustainable Purchasing Guide 
 
The Sustainable Purchases Specification Table is a guide to assist bidders in identifying California 
Sustainable Purchases.  Eligibility is dependent on a product meeting one or more of the criterion.  Numbers 
listed within the Criteria Column of the Sustainable Purchases Specification Table correspond with the 
numbers in the Criteria Listing.     
 

SUSTAINABLE PURCHASES SPECIFICATION TABLE 

COMMODITY TYPE OF GOOD CRITERIA* CERTIFICATIONS 

Adhesives and Sealants Durable* 3, 11, 24, 27 FloorScore®, USDA  Biobased 

Appliances Durable 7, 27 ENERGY STAR®, NEMA Premium®, see 

technical specifications for additional 

information. 

Batteries Consumable 5, 6, 17, 18, 24  

Building Materials Durable 1, 2, 3, 6, 9,10, 12, 

13, 15, 17, 18, 24, 27 

FSC, SABRC, USDA  Biobased 

Building Products 

(batteries, thermostats, 

switches) 

Durable 1, 6, 15, 17, 18, 24, 

27 

SABRC, FSC, USDA  Biobased  

Cleaning Products Consumable 20, 23, 24, 27 Green Seal GS-37, GS-40; Environmental 

Choice CCD -110, CCD-146 or CCD -148, 

CCD-112, CCD-113, CCD-115, CCD-147; CA 

maximum VOC, . USDA  Biobased 

Filtration Media Consumable 19  

Furniture Durable 1, 2, 3,10, 9, 17, 8, 27 FSC, SABRC,  USDA  Biobased  

Hand Cleaners Consumable 20, 22, 24, 27 Green Seal GS-41, Environmental Choice 

CCD-104, USDA  Biobased 

Janitorial Paper Consumable 1, 2, 3, 4, 18, 21 FSC, SABRC, Green Seal GS-09, GS-01; 

Environmental Choice CCD-082, CCD-086 
Janitorial/ Cleaning 
Equipment 

Durable 1, 5, 7, 8, 18, 25 ENERGY STAR®, CRI Green Label and Seal of 
Approval, CARB Standard 

Lamps Consumable 6, 16, 17, 18, 24 ENERGY STAR®, NEMA,  
Landscaping Equipment Durable 1, 5, 7, 8, 18, 26 ENERGY STAR® CA Air Resource Board 

Emission Standards for Zero-Emission 
Equipment.  

Lubricants, Fluids and 

Greases 

Consumable 27 USDA  Biobased 

Maintenance  Equipment Durable 1, 5, 7, 8, 18, 25 ENERGY STAR®, NEMA Premium® 
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Paints/ Coatings Durable 1, 3, 12, 18, 24, 27 Green Seal® , SABRC, USDA  Biobased  

Plastic Trash Bags Consumable 1, 2, 3, 18, 22, 27 CA Plastic Bag Law, USDA  Biobased 

Plumbing Fixtures Durable 27,  28 WaterSense® except showerheads. 

 

*Criteria Listing 

The numbers listed under the Criteria column of Appendix A correspond with the 
definitions defined below.  

1. Commodity contains 10% post consumer recycle content (PCRC) and/or 20% 
recycle content (RC) by weight.  Exception: Janitorial products shall meet the 
following: 
 

          TABLE 2 
RECYCLE CONTENT 

Commodity PCRC % Fiber 

Minimum 

RC % Fiber 

Minimum 

Bathroom Tissue 20 20 

Paper Towels 40 40 

Paper Napkins 30 30 

Facial Tissue 10 10 

General-purpose 
Industrial Wipes 

40 40 

2.  Contains 50% rapidly renewable materials 

3. Contains 50% or more materials harvested and processed or extracted and 
processed within 500 miles. 

4. Contains 50% or more Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified paper 

5. Rechargeable battery 

6. Low Mercury or heavy metals, mercury no more than 90 picograms average 
per lumen-hour for lamps (LEED®), mercury content no more than 5.0 mg 
(CA, DTSC).  Comply with National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
(NEMA) mercury content limits: 25Watt CFL 4.0 mg, 5-40Watt CFL 5.0 mg. 
Mercury prohibited in thermometers and switches (CA Mercury law). 

7. ENERGY STAR® qualified 

8. Electric in place of gas-powered equipment 

IFB DGS 1103-026 Exhibit 11.41

http://www.biopreferred.gov/Labeling.aspx
http://www.biopreferred.gov/Labeling.aspx


9. Contains 70% or more salvaged materials (refurbished) 

10. Contains 50% or more FSC certified wood.  

11. Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) content less than current South Coast Air 
Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Rule #1168 (Table 4: South Coast 
Rule 1168 VOC Limits, USGBC LEED OM Reference Guide) or Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District Regulations 8, Rule 51: Architectural Sealant 
VOC Limit 250g/L, Other Architectural Sealant VOC Limit 420g/L, 
Architectural Sealant Primer-nonporous VOC Limit 250g/L, Architectural 
Sealant Primer-porous VOC Limit 775g/L, Other Sealant Primer VOC Limit 
750g/L. 

12. VOC emissions not exceeding VOC and chemical component limits of Green 
Seal’s Standard GS-11 requirements. Interior nonflat VOC limit 150g/L, 
Interior flat VOC 50g/L. 

13. Meets CRI Green Label Plus Carpet requirement and ANSI NSF 140-2007 
standard. Emissions below the limits for Acetaldehyde, Benzene, 
Caprolactam, 2-ethylhazanoic acid, formaldehyde, 1-methyl-2-pyrrolidionone, 
Napthalene, Nonanal, Octanal, 4-phenylcyclohexene, Styrene, Toluene, Vinyl 
Acetate, total VOC (TVOC).  

14. Reduced pollutants (emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2), sulfur dioxide (SOX), 
nitrogen oxides (NOX), mercury (Hg), small particulates (PM2.5) and large 
particulates (PM10).**.  

15. Contain no added urea-formaldehyde resins and no contaminations by lead, 
asbestos, pesticides, rot, creosote, pentochlorophenol and arsenic.  

16. Meet performance metrics for lamps: Hg (mg/lamp), mean light output 
(lumens) and rated life (hours). Conform to rated technical specifications for 
industry standard criteria: Lamp Life – 3 hours on for every 20 minutes off for 
fluorescents; 11 hours on for high-intensity discharge lamps. Light output of 
fluorescents lamp measured with an instant-start ballast having a ballast 
factor of 1.0 as measured at 40% lamp life. Supplier documentation when 
showing the range of mercury content in a lamp shall use the highest value in 
the range as the measured mercury content for the lamp.   

17. Recycling program offered to reduce waste from landfill.  Mandatory for lamps 
and batteries. 

18. Recyclable, biodegradable or compostable product. 

19. Filtration media minimum efficiency reporting value (MERV) of 13 or greater, 
Tested in accordance with American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI)/American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning 
Engineers (ASHRAE) Standard 52.2-1999: Method of Testing General 
Ventilation Air-cleaning Devices for the Removal Efficiency by Particle Size. 
MERV ratings span from 1 to 16. The highest level of efficiency is a rating of 
16 MERV.  

20. Chemical concentrates, reducing packaging waste. 

21. Processed chlorine free 
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22. Plastic bags made from a renewable material.  Meet California Plastic Trash 
Bag law. 

23. Compliant with California Code of Regulations Standard Percent Volatile 
Organic Compound by Weight, maximum allowable VOCs. 

24. Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) required. 

25. NEMA PremiumTM 

26. ARB Certified meeting US EPA Blue Sky Series engine standards or 
compliant with California Code of Regulations Off-Road Equipment Standard  
for Professional Level Zero-Emission Equipment (13CCR2408.1(b)(4)(D)):  

TABLE 3 

Minimum Professional Level Requirements for Zero-Emission Equipment Eligibility 

Product Type 
Durability 

Test Power 
Load 

Minimum 
Supplied Battery 
Capacity (Using a 
maximum of four 

individual 
batteries) 

Minimum Cutter 
Speed 

Other Performance Requirement or 
Parameters 

Chainsaw 0.6 kW 295 Wh 
8,000 revolutions/min 
(rpm) 

Minimum 12-inch bar length (305 mm) 

Trimmer/Brushcutter 0.5 kW 295 Wh 

Minimum tip speed of 
20,000 ft/min with 
double line extension 
and line diameter of 
0.080 inch 

Minimum cutting swath of 12 inch  (305 mm) 

Hedge Clipper  0.4 kW 180 Wh 1,400 strokes/min 
Minimum  20 in cutter length (508 mm) 
Double reciprocating 
Minimum 0.709 in (18mm) tooth opening 

Blower (Handheld) 

See “Other 
Performance 
Requirements 
or 
Parameters” 

395 Wh - 

Exit velocity multiplied by volume shall be 
47,000 miles-ft3/hour-min (3,564 meter-
meter3/hour-min.) 

The blower rating must be based on a 
measurement with single discharge pipe using 
ANSI B175.2 test procedure 

Blower (Backpack) 

See “Other 
Performance 
Requirements 
or 
Parameters” 

790 Wh - 

Exit velocity multiplied by volume shall be 
68,000 miles-ft3/hour-min (4,760 meter-
meter3/hour-min.) 

 

The blower rating must be based on a 
measurement with single discharge pipe using 
ANSI B175.2 test procedure  

Edger 0.5 kW 295 Wh 6,500 rpm - 
Split Boom System  0.5 kW 295 Wh 6,500 rpm - 

Walk-Behind 
Lawnmower 

3.0 kW 1,400 Wh - 

Minimum battery capacity to operate one hour 
over a five-mode duty cycle (with no idle mode) 
at 3,060 rpm 

A minimum cutting width of 21 inch, and the 
maximum speed defined by the ANS B71.1 
blade tip speed safety requirements.  

27. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Certified Biobased product.  

28. United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) WaterSense® Certified 
product. 
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