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Executive Summary: It is the policy of the Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR) to ensure that increased Small Business (SB) and Disabled
Veteran Business Enterprise (DVBE) participation in purchasing and
contracting is a priority by enhancing the purchasing and contracting
opportunities for SB and/or DVBE businesses.  During June 2001, DPR
developed a Small Business Plan to identify ways to increase SB and/or DVBE
participation.  The following projects were identified in the SB Plan and
were implemented during fiscal year (01/02).

The Department of Parks and Recreation would like to nominate ourselves in
the following category:

1) Education/Outreach

Please accept our nomination as we look forward to attending the State
Agency Recognition Awards 2002 Ceremony on October 3, 2002.



Written Nomination: Title of Nomination:  Education/Outreach

A. Project Description:  Goods and Services Brochure for Suppliers attending
Small Business/DVBE Trade Shows (adopted on August 2001)

In August 2001, our department developed a brochure of goods and services.
The brochure explains the types of goods and services that our department
utilizes, as well as addresses of our district offices.  We adopted this
idea after seeing another department's brochure!  We liked it so much that
we implemented our own brochure to be passed out at various Small
Business/DVBE Trade Shows.  During fiscal year (01/02), our department
participated in the following SB/DVBE Trade Show Events:

&#61623; On August 22 - 24, 2002, attended the 6th Annual Statewide Business
Convention "Connecting the Dots for Business Growth & Development" in San
Francisco, California.  The convention offered education and business
opportunities for African American small business owners.

&#61623; On May 2, 2002, DPR's Small Business Advocate, Cathy Croly,
volunteered for the "Sacramento BizLink" sponsored by the City of
Sacramento.  Small businesses were able to network with various governmental
agencies on how to do business with the state, city, county, and federal
government.

&#61623; On May 20, 2002, attended the 10th Annual Keeping the Promise Trade
Show and Awards Ceremony, sponsored by the California DVBE Alliance.  DPR
received two departmental 2002 DVBE awards:

1) 2002 Most Improved Program Award and
2) Special Recognition Award for Darlene Atkinson of DPR's Northern Service
Center

&#61623; On May 29, 2002, attended the Second Annual California Small
Business Day, sponsored by the Governor's Office.  Legislative
representatives and key committee members, small business owners, as well as
Small Business advocates participated in this networking event.


C. Does DPR's Goods and Services Brochure improve our departments SB/DVBE
participation?

Our department's Small Business/DVBE participation has greatly improved over
the last few fiscal years.  Our outreach and educational efforts within the
Small Business/DVBE community provides information and guidance to
suppliers.  Since our department's purchasing and contracting authority is
delegated to each of our various park offices, the brochure enables the
supplier to contact each park directly and provide information regarding
their company.  Our parks are encouraged to utilize Small Business/DVBE
businesses when contracting for goods and services.

D. Lessons Learned:

Our department continues to adopt various methods and ideas from other state
agencies to increase our own departmental Small Business/DVBE participation
levels.

In addition to the brochure idea, we adopted another state agency's idea to
purchase office supplies from certified Small and/or DVBE businesses.  On
March 29, 2002, a memo was sent to all employees recommending ordering
office supplies from certified Small and/or DVBE businesses.  The memo also
stated that if participation levels are not met, other commodity groups may
be identified to ensure that participation compliance is achieved.
